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Nov. 3: In Maracaibo (800 km. west of Caracas), 20,000 oil industry workers commenced a 48-hour
strike, organized by the Zulia Workers Federation (FETRAZULIA) and the oil workers' union. Union
leaders Edgar Medina and Rafael Zambrano said Maraven, Lagoven and Corpoven subsidiaries of
state-run oil company Petroleos de Venezuela SA (PDVSA) have reneged on terms of a collective
wage contract. Zulia department accounts for two-thirds of the nation's oil and gas production.
Government spokespersons said the strike could cause up to US$333,000 per day in financial losses.
Nov. 3 marked the fifth day of a strike by 10,000 petrochemical industry workers in Maracaibo.
The strikers are demanding back wages and benefit payments. Nov. 6: In Caracas, the Venezuelan
Workers Confederation (CTV) and three other trade union federations announced a 12- hour strike
for the following day to protest gasoline price hikes. The four labor organizations account for slightly
less than 30% of all Venezuelan workers. Government officials say plans to raise gasoline prices
every month until year-end 1992 are not negotiable. Nov. 8: Local media sources reported that
financial losses in Caracas and Ciudad Guayana (Bolivar department, 600 km. southeast of the
capital) resulting from the 12-hour work stoppage on Nov. 7 totaled about US$80 million. Guayana is
a hub city for several industries, including bauxite and iron mining, steel and electricity production.
In Ciudad Guayana, four persons were injured, and about 20 vehicles were burned or otherwise
destroyed. Nov. 9: FETRAZULIA leader Tito Salas told reporters that the CTV had called a solidarity
strike for Nov. 21 in Zulia department. Nov. 10: CTV president Antonio Rios said labor unions will
continue organizing work stoppages until government officials respond to workers' demands.
Nov. 11: Ronald Golding, president of the National Education Workers Federation (FNTE), told
reporters that 350,000 primary and secondary public school teachers will participate in a 24-hour
strike the following day. He said the FNTE organized the strike to pressure the Education Ministry
into fulfilling terms of its contracts with teachers' unions. The strike will affect 5.5 million students
in 16,000 schools throughout the country. Golding said teachers in Caracas and other cities also plan
street demonstrations. According to Golding, Education Minister Gustavo Roosen had pledged
to request a US$366 million budget from the national congress, but instead asked for 60% of this
amount. The congress then approved only US$146.4 million for the budget, described by Golding
as wholly inadequate to remedy the "deplorable state" of school physical plants. Next, Golding
said teachers' unions have agreed to launch a general strike unless the government acts to "remedy
the budget crisis." Labor unions are organizing general work stoppages for Nov. 14 in the cities
of Maracay and Valencia (located 60 and 80 km. west of Caracas, respectively). [Basic data from El
Nacional (Venezuela), 11/08/91; La Columna (Venezuela), 11/09/91; Panorama (Venezuela), 11/10/91;
Agence France- Presse, 11/03/91, 11/06/91, 11/08/91, 11/11/91]
-- End --
